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Content

The cultural monuments in different regions of Georgia’s historic and geographic ter-
ritories comprise Georgia’s cultural heritage. Many such important monuments are
located in north-western Georgia - currently the territory of the Autonomous Republic
of Abkhazia.

The geographic boundaries of the toponym Abkhazia used to change during centu-
ries. Foreign sources first used the name Abkhazia for west Georgia and later the
whole of Georgia. In the united Georgian Kingdom, the current territory of Abkhazia
comprised the Abkhaz Princedom, the Tskhumi Princedom, and part of the Prince-
dom of Odishi (Samegrelo). The situation continued until the end of the 17th centu-
ry. Correspondingly, most of the Medieval Georgian cultural centres on the territory
of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia today were created in Odishi and found
themselves on the territory of broader Abkhazia only from the 1670s and 1680s. The
aforementioned cultural centres played an important role in the spiritual development
of the Georgian population.

It is known that educational and cultural centres were attached to the Christian church
in Medieval Georgia. The church was the tendon that lay at the roots of Georgian
culture and education. Monkhood started in Georgia in the 6th century. It flourished
particularly in churches and monasteries founded by Grigol of Khandzta in Tao-Klarjeti
in the 8th century. They became important centres of Georgian culture, where original
spiritual literature was created, foreign works were translated, and manuscripts were
renovated. Excellent schools of iconography and painting and various calligraphic
trends and so forth also took shape there. The fact that “Abkhaz” king Demetre Il invit-
ed Grigol of Khandzta to found a monastery and ecclesiastic centre in Ubisi points to
the ideological influence of the ecclesiastic centres founded by Grigol of Khandzta in
the “Abkhaz” kingdom and its cultural and religious unity. This cultural unity continued
in the future, as the new ecclesiastic centres founded on the initiative of “Abkhaz”
kings - Ube, Armazi, Martvili, Khopi, Mokvi, Tsirkoli, Khobi, Samtseuvrisi, Eredvi - were
important centres of education and culture not only in the era of the “Abkhaz” king-
dom, but they continued to be bearers of leading cultural trends and initiators of new
cultural trends during the following centuries.

Itis clear that political and religious independence of the “Abkhaz” kingdom was at the
root of the phenomenon. In the struggle for obtaining and reinforcing independence,
“Abkhaz” kings were supported by the church that was free of the influence of the Byz-
antine Empire and the population of west Georgia, which managed to obtain not only
ecclesiastic and state independence, but also relaunched the struggle for unifying
other Georgian territories and restoring united Georgian statehood.

Given this, it is also noteworthy that prominent figures of Georgian culture - ecclesias-
tic and secular personalities - worked precisely in the “Abkhaz” kingdom, immortalis-
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ing their names by their deeds. It is important in this regard to note the writings by the
10th-century Georgian hymnographer and translator, Stepane Sabanoisdze, in the
Martvili Cathedral, which became an important centre of Georgian culture under King
Giorgi Il. Great Georgian hymnographer loane Minchkhi, the author of the excellent
work called Easter Hymns also enjoyed Giorgi II's protection. The author of Abukura,
description of the martyrdom of Mikael of Sabatsminda, was also a native of the “Ab-
khaz” kingdom. “Abkhaz” king Konstantine ordered to write in Georgian The Divan of
the Abkhaz Kings, which is a chronicle of the kings of Egrisi-Abkhazia from the 8th
through the 10th centuries.

The official language of the “Abkhaz” kingdom and church as well as of literature was
only Georgian, which becomes obvious from aforementioned facts and all inscriptions
made according to the orders of “Abkhaz” kings. All the inscriptions that have survived
to our days are in Georgian Asomtavruli script. Aimost all researchers, who have
ever touched on the history of this kihngdom note this and Abkhaz researchers are
among them. In spite of this, representatives of modern Abkhaz historiography - M.
Gunba, O. Bghazhba, and S. Lakoba - purposefully avoid mentioning this. It is note-
worthy that Kh. Bghazhba (O. Bghazhba’s father) was one of the first, who studied
the history of the development of written language in Abkhazia. He concluded that the
Kingdom of Abkhazia was a west Georgian state, whose official and church language
was Georgian. According to D. Gulia, numerous available “scientifically tested facts
unambiguously show that the Abkhaz have always lived together with Georgians and
they had a common historic and cultural life and that in essence, the Abkhaz are the
same as Georgians...

It has been established without any doubt that from the middle of the 9th century, the
Georgian language was already the only language of writing, state and private paper-
work, everyday ecclesiastic life, and church services.

At the modern level of research in Georgia’s cultural heritage, the numerous and
variegated material culture of the region of Abkhazia can conditionally be divided in
four main groups:

|. Architectural monuments;

Il. Written cultural monuments;

I1l. Ecclesiastic items;

IV. Materials discovered during archaeological excavations.

This classification is a realistic reflection of the general state of monuments of mate-
rial culture of Abkhazia at this stage.

I. Architectural buildings are the most numerous group among the monuments of ma-
terial culture of Abkhazia. Although many of the surviving aforementioned monuments
have been damaged, each of them has its own history of development. Architectural
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buildings, for their part, comprise two most numerous subgroups of the material cul-
ture of Abkhazia: a) Architectural monuments of cult (churches) and b) Secular mon-
uments. The first subgroup comprises complexes of monasteries, cathedrals, small
churches, and chapels. The second group comprises fortifications, bridges, watch-
towers, palaces of secular noblemen, religious feudal lords, and so forth.

It is known that ancient architecture is a reflection of the creative potential of a na-
tional culture. Of course, it is not blocked within its own boundaries and is nourished
by themes imported from outside. At the same time, borrowing the experience of
other cultures without taking into account local architectural traditions may prove to
be just superficial imitation. Medieval architectural monuments on the territory of the
Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia occupy a prominent place in the unified gallery of
Georgian architectural monuments due to their subtle architectural forms and varied
decorations. Churches and monasteries in Bichvinta, Bedia, Mokvi, llori, Likhni, Dran-
da, Gagra, Bzipi, Tskelikari, Gudava, Lashkendari, and other places are most well-
known ecclesiastic monuments of ancient architecture of the region. It can be said
that Abkhazia, as any other Georgian region, is full of Christian ecclesiastic buildings
with various functions and their number is so impressive that “when they start talking
about the Medieval culture of Abkhazia, they first and foremost imply works of eccle-
siastic art surviving there”.

The cultural heritage of Abkhazia, like that of the whole Black Sea coastal area of
Georgia, is not so homogeneous, which is due to “first Hellenic, then Hellenistic and
Roman, and finally Byzantine political and cultural influences”. It was from there that
cultural elements were “imported” to the whole of Georgia, which made us as a Chris-
tian country of the East part of the circle of countries following the Byzantine culture
and the cultural relations were called the paradigm of Byzantine civilisation. These
relations that are reflected in the monuments of Georgian Christian art, particularly
ecclesiastic buildings, do not at all change the general authenticity of Old Georgian
architecture, because Old Georgian ecclesiastic monuments are obviously free of
outside influences and are different from Eastern Christian monuments.

Old secular architectural monuments cannot be disregarded in the Georgian cultural
heritage. Remains of old fortifications - fortresses, watchtowers, bridges, and so forth
- as well as palaces and homes of big feudal lords have survived in Abkhazia mostly in
the shape of ruins, which does not mean that they have lost their historic value. They
continue to impress viewers now too.

The Anacopia citadel, the Bagrati Fortress near Sokhumi, the Sokhumi Acropolis, and
the fortresses in Kelasuri, Bzipi, Gagra, Anukhva, Kodori, Lidzava, Chkhalta, Amtkeli,
Khashupse, Mchishta, Bichvinta, Azanta, Duripshi, Likhni, and Satamashia had the
function of protecting the north-western border of Georgia for centuries. There are
more than 70 such monuments on the territory of the present-day Autonomous Re-
public of Abkhazia.
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There are ruins of big secular and religious feudal lords, of which ruins of the palac-
es in Likhni, Merkheuli, Bedia, Anukhva, and Tsebelda are particularly noteworthy.
They belonged to the feudal families of Sharvashidze, Marshania, Zhvanisdze, and
Basilidze.

The “Tamar Bridge” on the Besleti River is one of the most noteworthy among old
bridges in Georgia. Such bridges were characteristic of Georgia from the 10th through
the 13th centuries and they can now be found in Kartli, Ajaria, Samtskhe-Javakheti,
and historic Tao-Klarjeti. The bridge is unique due to an inscription on its arc in Geor-
gian Asomtavruli. It mentions the first king of united Georgia, Bagrat Ill Bagrationi
(978-1014). In spite of this, local people link it to Georgian Queen Tamar (1184-1213).

1. Written cultural monuments make a most multitudinous part of the cultural heritage
of Abkhazia. This group is divided in three subgroups: a) Epigraphic monuments, i.e.
inscriptions made on hard materials, b) manuscripts, i.e. monuments written on soft
materials; and c) numismatic materials that bear inscriptions.

a) Epigraphic monuments comprise lapidary inscriptions (engraved deep in stone),
incuse inscriptions (on icons, crosses, and various type of ecclesiastic items), and
inscriptions on frescoes (painted). Epigraphic monuments are in Georgian, Greek,
Latin, and Ottoman (in Arabic script). They include more than a hundred Georgian
inscriptions of historical importance and their chronology covers the period from 8th
century to the 19th century. Greek inscriptions are mostly dated before the 9th centu-
ry, but there are also 11th-century Greek graffiti. There are also six or seven Ottoman
and three Latin inscriptions.

Academician Tinatin Kaukhchishvili published several times Greek inscriptions of
historical content, which we will discuss below. Russian researcher A. Vinogradov
studied recently the Greek epigraphic inscriptions in the St Theodore and St Simon
the Canaanite cathedrals on Mount lveron. However, A. Vinogradov is not well famil-
iar with T. Kaukhchishvili’'s publications and is unable to use them in an appropriate
manner.

Ottoman historical inscriptions mostly belong to the period from the 16th to 18th cen-
turies. We also have epitaphs on several gravestones of Abkhaz noblemen of the 19th
century. According to Abkhaz linguist Kh. Bghazhba, Turkish script failed to become
widespread in Abkhazia and its fragments can only be seen on individual gravestones
as epitaphs. Ottoman inscriptions are mostly found in Sokhumi, its outskirts, and the
villages of Chala (Chlou) and Jirkhva. An inscription on the Sokhumi fortress about
the restoration of the fortress in the 18th century has become an object of scientific
attention recently.

Just three |Latin inscriptions have been found on the territory of Abkhazia. One of
them was found in Sokhumi, It mentions Emperor Adrian and his civil servant Flavius
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Arrian. Correspondingly, the inscription is dated on the basis of Adrian’s reign (117-
138 AD). It tells the story of building a fortification in Sokhumi by Arrian. It is known
that according to the emperor’s order, Flavius Arrian carried out inspections of Roman
garrisons in the southern and eastern Black Sea coastal area, including Sokhumi
(Sebastopolis), where he constructed and restored fortifications.

The second Latin inscription was found in Bichvinta. Only three graphemes -LEG - re-
main of a fragment of the inscription. Most researchers believe that the full word was
“legion” of “legionary”. The inscription can be dated 2th-4th centuries AD.

The third inscription was found during the excavations at Sokhumi fortress in 2011.
It mentions Roman Emperor Valerian (253-260). Given this, the inscription is dated
253-260.

It is possible to conclude on the basis of the three inscriptions that in the 2th-4th cen-
turies AD, Sebastopolis/Tskhumi/Sokhumi was an important stronghold of the Roman
Empire with a Roman garrison stationed there.

It is noteworthy that information about monuments of the material culture of Abkhazia
can be found in works by Catholic missionaries, Theatine monks Cristoforo Castelli
and Arcangelo Lamberti. Castelli’s album and The Description of Samegrelo by Lam-
berti comprise many important notes about churches, monasteries, and episcopal
cathedrals, some of which have survived up to now, some have been completely
destroyed, and others have turned into ruins.

b) The second group of written cultural monuments - manuscripts - are only in Geor-
gian. They were copied in Georgian scriptoria of Abkhazia in the cultural and educa-
tional centres of Bichvinta, Mokvi, and Bedia. The Gospels with unique miniatures of
Bichvinta (12th century) and Mokvi (13th century), a 16th-century collection of hymns
of Bichvinta, a 17th-century collection of Biblical books of Bedia, a 16th century omo-
phorion of Mokvi, The Divan of the Abkhaz Kings of the 10th century, and others are
noteworthy examples of such monuments.

Most important centres of Georgian culture in Mokvi, Bichvinta, llori, Likhni, Tsebelda,
Tsarche, and so forth created spiritual values during centuries and not only Georgians
but also the Abkhaz can be proud of them. These centres of Christian culture had
ancient libraries, where original Georgian works were written. Religious books were
translated from Greek into Georgian and new manuscripts were created. The unique
manuscripts from the libraries that have survived to our days are part of an invaluable
treasury for the history of the development of Georgian written culture and are kept in
the National Centre of Manuscripts in Thbilisi.

It is necessary to mention written monuments of the times of Egrisi-Abkhazia King-
dom (8th-10th centuries) created according to the orders of “Abkhaz kings”, who are
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mentioned in the relevant inscriptions as ktetors. A total of 20 epigraphic monuments
and one historical chronicle - The Divan of the Abkhaz Kings - have survived to our
days. All of them are in Georgian Asomtavruli script for the exception of an inscription
on a fresco in the Martvili church, which is in Greek.

It is noteworthy that most inscriptions that mention “Abkhaz kings” can be found be-
yond the boundaries of present-day Abkhazia - in other historic regions of Georgia
on the territory of the historic Egrisi-Abkhazia Kingdom such as Samegrelo, Kartli,
Imereti, and Javakheti.

c) Numerous numismatic materials have been found on the territory of Abkhazia,
mostly in Sokhumi, the Anacopia fortress (on Mount Iveria), in Likhni, and other plac-
es. Most coins have Georgian and Greek legends. Inscriptions engraved on the coins
show that they belong to the periods of Georgian kings Bagrat IV (1027-1072), Giorgi
11 (1072-1089), David IV the Builder (1089-1125), and others. In addition, silver coins
have also been found. Local people called them “Tskhumi tetri” and the Genoese “Se-
bastopolis aspras”. (It is known that in ancient Georgia, Sokhumi was called Tskhumi
and Latin-language sources, like Romans, referred to it as Sebastopolis.) The Prince
of Odishi and the mandaturtukhutsesi (interior minister) at the Georian royal court,
Vamek | Dadiani (1384-1396) stamped out “Tskhumi tetri” precisely at the Sokhumi
mint upon the king’s permission. The number of Georgian coins at our disposal is
more than 50. However, taking into account the fact that many of the coins discovered
in Sokhumi in 1927 were lost, it can be assumed that their number was much higher.

Byzantine coins were stamped out on behalf of Justinian | (527-565), Constantine
Monomachos (1042-1055), Constantine Doukas (1059-1067), Romanos Diogenes
(1067-1071), and others. Their number is up to 30 and they were discovered in
Sokhumi, Likhni, and other places together with coins of Georgian kings Bagrat IV
(1027-1072), Giorgi Il (1072-1089), and David IV. It seems that in Abkhazia, like in
the rest of Georgia, Byzantine money {including Trebizond money) circulated together
with Georgian money.

I1l. Most well-known ecclesiastic items are the gold chalice from Bedia (999), the
silver chalice from llori (10th century), the icons of St Catherine (11th century), John
the Baptist (11th century), and Andrew the First-Called (12th century) from Tsebelda,
the liturgical fan of Abkhaz Jing Giorgi Il (922-957), the icon of Abkhaz King Leon Il
(957-967), the icon Dvid VI Narin (1247-1293) donated to the llori church, Abkhaz
Catholicos Evdemon Chkhetidze’s (1557-1578) icon of Our Lady and abbot’s cross
from Bichvinta, the triptych donated to the Mokvi Cathedral of Our Lady on the or-
der of Mokvi Bishop Andria Sakvarelidze (1660-1666), the abbot’s cross of Abkhaz
Catholicos Eptvime Sakvarelidze (1578-1614) from Mokvi, the icon donated to llori
St George by Bedia Archbishop Kirile Zhuanisdze (about 1572-1582), and the icons
donated to llori St George by Odishi eristavis and princes. Icons donated by Odishi
Prince Levan Il Dadiani (1511-1557) to llori St George and Bichvinta Our Lady are



3969b (1067-1071) o o. 3. Lobgmoo. Jomn Momegbmds 30-dg v0b g3l © bo-
3m3b0s, bmbydBn, mobbBo ©s . 3., bogsGmzgmmb dgxggdalb dogmad IV-ab (1027-
1072), gomerigo Il -ob (1072-1089), o300 928589693mal 3mbg@gdmsb gMmowm.
Mmgmg Robl, sgbsbgmBo, 0bgzg Mmamez ©sbsmhigh bojoMmzgmmBo, JoMommm
Bumosb gMmo 30bsbGonmo (doo BmEnl BFMo30-dmbaymn) gamoi oym dodm-
J303°80.

I boggmagbom bngmgdowsb yzgmodg 36mdar 60d93gdl dog3nm3zbgdasb dgooob
mdemb dscdodo (999 Bgmo), ommEol 396 Ebmol ds@dndn (X b.), Bgdgmoonl 63.
9398960696 (X1 L.), 0mabg bommnlbdggdmabs (X1 b.) 0o 56Mns 30M39mBmpgda-
mab ba@gdn (XIIL.), gommao Il (922-957) sgbsdms 390l LadBgMmdgmo, mgmb
I (957-967) sx3baDons 3930b bo@o, magom VI 6atnbol (1247-1293) nemmmeinl @od-
Mobodn FgBommmon ba@n, sgbobgomnl gomamonimbob 93093mb Rbg@oadol (1557-
1578) d0g30600b 03600063 BMdmob bo@o s babnbsddmzMmg g3ot0, dmdzolb g3ab-
3mM3mb 3bmns bayzamgmoadal (1660-1666) ©s339m00 Imgdzal mdMmalbddmdmonls
&odmnbowdo BgBomamo 30690, 3g8bsDgmnl 3omamogmbnl ggm3zndg baggemgm-
adols (1578-1614) dmgz0b LoB0bs3dm3Mg %3560, dgngmn dmagagdabzmdmbob
3060y 99560Ldab (osbmmgdom 1572-1582 66.) ommob 3. gom&goboodn 3g-
BoMammo ba@o, modab gMobomsgm-gMobmsggdnbs s dmsgmgdol nmmmal 63. go-
mMa0bsdo FgboMamo bs@gda, dom ImEob gobbs 3nmmgdom IMsgommnibmgabos
Mm©030b Joo3Mol mg306 Il ownsbol (1511-1557 B6) dogé nmmeob B3. gomeaob
©d d0g306mab 0dM®0bdBmdmabodn BgBaMmumo bo@gdo. Dgdmmmabobgmgdamm
939 dggmdg 9dm339m0mos dzgmo JoMoamo sbmdmsgmumon Bamb gmMgdo, Mma-
mgdoi Imagz0mbEmMdgb dggmol 3@o@mEms s mb@sGms gbobgd, o6 Bomdmaw-
89696 39dmEnsmam BamBgmgdl.

o3 399bgds sMgmmmaon@n gomb@gdolb bagndzgmbdy dmdngdmm JpnEsM ©
361030y 9MmMzab Jobomal, MmMImgdai Rzgblb gmobogogoEnsdo zomyzg xanab
J360056, g a3bzegds MmammE J30b, dGnbgombs ©s M30bol bobal, sbgzg uo-
Lomimbggdol dgamagdoi. bogmmobbdms, MM ®sbsdgEmmzg sgbsdgmol G 9m-
0@ME00vg 9B JgmmmanyMo  gsmbMgdol  bogmdzgmdg  dmdngdmmon  dobomes
9603603369mm3bom 53mgbl a969@ 0396 dbgagbgdsl o 39380Mg3b ©sbomAgbn
LodoMmggmmb s dgmmmany® dgamgdmab.

particularly numerous among the latter. All the aforementioned monuments bear in-
scriptions in Old Georgian Asomtavruli that comprise information about ktetors and
masters or represent memorial inscriptions.

As regards rich and varied materials discovered during archaeological excavations
that make a separate group in our classification, monuments of Stone Age, Bronze
Age, and Iron Age, as well as the Middle Ages, have been found in Abkhazia. It is
noteworthy that materials discovered during archaeological excavations on the terri-
tory of present-day Abkhazia are definitly genetically similar and linked to the archae-
ological monuments found in the rest of Georgia.
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Shervashidzes’
Palace
(10th-19th
centuries)
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BJhRIL UNbY.
dShd ddd
bJdJddJbddal.

Tsarche
fortress.

early Middle
Ages.
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LMbJBNL LIS
SJ013hNSIBJSNY
dd.5. 430-420
BSaN0.

Sokhumi stele
dated to
430-420 BC.
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5333S8NL BNSNL

BhJdddblN
(VI baddJbd)

-
c

: 3
€ 8
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o

iconostasis
(8th century)
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hdSNJ3N LMbJaNu
dNSy3MJsN8I6

Relief from
an area
adjacent to
Sokhumi

LIhddSNL MadLIhON
968JSM3JaNUL
393MuJIbJISIBNM (IX LIJSI6I)

Window ornament with
an image of angels.
(11th century)




28| JIRIMMd

6dSNNL 3JhdNanN
N9hNS8Id0
333 6SNM

Bedia chalice
is dated to 999
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LJEN6IAdS3hM
§3ahN.
(XVI bLJJ463)

Abbot’s cross.
(16th century)
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LJ6JIBNSI §3IhUANL
39dMLIbJISIBNM SV
J8bd3J01NL 333
3NMh3NL EahEIRN0N.

Reliquary lid
with an image
of crucifixion
and
inscription:
Abkhaz King
Giorgi.
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NSMhNb
£4. 3NMhaNL baBN

St George
icon of llori



2| BJT6JIbIAJdN

aMd3Nu MNbOa3N i

(XIV LJJ4db63)

Mokvi Four
Gospels
(14th century)

-rf'.l"l A .,fu'}t‘ )'.l’
Srerei OI‘III x?a( *rrrs
L DL St 'f(
rhecc &&r{rfn = u\"r '(1
oferesoag o rerrs oz (=
(2 "??f(t("ko‘rl.' . :)rn Ll

e -!‘/1 B :)' T TEIEIE
P o X "qtfll/ﬂ 'a(ﬂ( .:F.” ;
li’fa(rdrﬂ/a;' b
/22 :bq(ﬂ - ﬁ&(fm-
_J{rnd B ey 0{'{."
;.‘”;!flr_'ﬂq £ yf‘ux
y7 7/ satfaecs verierers

(T Jq-aqqlnwd‘
amm((_ s ¥ ’M{&-
N ey -{- e (n‘f
lM”fIf e ¥ 'q'd'i‘u -
P L7/ e "4'4 2%
’1‘{ ) s O

e ~drcee ads 'rﬂ( scrr

efels o A wcers 4%

t‘!‘(rr Siazbiaieres % 5

ot AL ;ﬂ-’iﬁl.
'ﬂﬁl& arresd :’-J":':fafw
‘r[;;(" :5'4' 'll.' II'H}'
oI, (Jt’ltfl'i « Bz,
awirr oz dﬂ“?‘a&r:
dc}.mrdﬂfl&z' < "ﬁl:'

E—

Eivy
SRLOLA LN 'rl 'r..ft -
P o

b i‘:u{h i '."‘fmlwm srrg
oF * oprerLILT or[/n'fxlrr.-

7§ L7 '{wn{ cn:fdf-:- il

¥ = \5"”{ bz 9 3 frer
rfkﬂ'frflm l{r“rm-
B«c ln{uﬁvﬂ"la'n-:;‘
g ™ ?a:‘lﬂ!f." Frelrigricie

(regeere :?zllm'z:-

S -f‘-”jr .;"0[ :)f,r,, ;
:‘“A‘r‘d’z mexﬁau{?

e z;(,qz, Deslii~

e R

p{rf;{tqﬂfa’.' Seligrres:.
a7 ‘ﬂ{ yry 'qdm
afer Jeri B 'qur‘
Zilre g & vrr('rfﬂda.(
erpre ;lliﬁ S A
gf.rHrl/t t{nra!rc ierees

:)lflth’f =-c¥ie crrey m‘

'ﬁ:m om'q el 2‘9 ;

e’ prrceschi sii_




33

o1g3n60NL
MMb 023N
(Xl bad4d6d)

Bichvinta
Four Gospels.
(12th century)
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6dSNNL 33SJ6N
(XVI-XVIIT bb.)

Bedia liturgical
book
(17th-18th
centuries)
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ddBaBhauN
(1578-1611 B6.)

Metaphrasis
(1578-1611)
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aMd3NL 8JSabM
(XVI LdJd4d63)

Mokvi liturgical
book
(16th century)
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ddhb3a6(l
(XVI-XVII bb.)

Triodion
(16th-17th
centuries)
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n336N
(XVI LdJ4db6T)

Menaion
(16th century)
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dUNhd J936-33dSJ6N
(XVI bdJ4d6d.)

Small book of
hours and
liturgical book,
(16th century)
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3ahdNL MNbMNI3N
(XVIL93dd3d63)

Vardzia Four
Gospels
(16th century)
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J936-3JS6N
(XVII-XVIIl byddd6d)

Book of hours
and liturgical
book
(17th-18th
centuries)



6NdM SaSNIbNL"
doh(3asal
UbM3hJoa”

(XIX badddenl
SaLJbdNuN)

Life of
Georgians by
Niko Dadiani
(beginning of
the

(19th century)
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6N3 333Nl dhdddSN:
ddLJdSNI bb3aSIbb3y
dJ0bNL 9682333,
39dMUJbIsN, LNASI-
hl BddLBIsN

Collection of
oral folklore; The
manuscript
consists of com-
prises proverbs,
riddles, and
lyricks of songs
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MIsM LabMdNo,
[3M33JJdhMaJ]
9BN68ISL
J3bd3d04N
1883 EOSN.

Tedo Sakhokia,
[A trip to]
present-day
Abkhazia;

1889




JAJIMEMBNY |

J3MNI6RIL 3S3NIY.

Apiancha cave.
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J4dhddhNb
bddahM3a6N;
NJIhNSSIdY
da.b.

(Vin-1v
LJdJd4d63daNM)

Akarmara
grave field
dated to the
(8th-6th
centuries) BC.




Y

63SSa6NL
bJdddhM3a6N
MJIhNS8I3d d3.6. IV
bJJddbNUL
SJLILhISNOY Sd
dd.6. (lll Lyd4dbNu)
SauIBdnuNa.

Baghlani grave
field is dated to
the end of the 4th
century

BC and the
beginning of the
(3rd century) BC.
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JNsdSaN,
o1§3N6BNL
63ddSJddhM
NJIhNSSIdY
db. B. (I-V1 bl)

Fibulas, site of
former city in
Bichvinta dated
to the (1st-6th
centuries) AD.
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6hN65aML NiMbJaN
9 bIL LIbNLIBN
BNRMAN,
SNbdddddsa.

Bronze hoes and
wooden plough-
ing equipment,
Pichori,
Dikhagudzuba.



o0

JNRMAN
SNbd3ddddsu.

Pichori,
Dikhagudzuba.
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398NSNL LY3dIhM3IbN
MJohNS8330 d3. B. Il
J01aLESIISNM
dMh3dSN 6ab33IhN.

Gagida grave
field dated to the
first half of the
2nd millennium
BC.
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393NN
bddahM3a6N
NIhNSSId

ds. b. Il
J01aLESIISNA.

Gagida grave
field dated to
the 2nd millen-
nium BC.
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1. LAbM33NL FIhFISN (SThaN)
(IV-V Ldddd6IdeN)
2. S$9680hN - (IV-V LJJddbddaN)
3. SYNIKNY - (I-1V bLIJSI6TIaN)
Y. da3SadMNabN LSNBMLN - d3.6.
(V badddbadeN)

3J8334

1. Jar for food (dergi) - (4th-5th
centuries)

2. Platter - (4th-5th centuries)
3. Lutheria - (3th-4th centuries)
4. Black varnished skyphos -
(5th century) BC

Gudava



oM

Ra6JdbaBdaN -
SMSbdhN UISIeN
NIhNS8I3J 33NJ6
6hN653MLJ 3 JShI
hdNeNL babNa.

Sketches -
Colchian axes
dated to the
Late Bronze
Age and the
Early Iron Age
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HEHINS)
bJ34JddSIaN - ISh
ddd bJdddJdbada.

Tsebelda
Jewels - early
Middle Ages.



o6

JhdSd

dabdSaaN
MJIhNS8I30 33U
0hN653ML SILALhISN
S 8336 dhN6SAMU
LaB JNLN BN

Aradu
Materials
dated to the
end of the
Middle Bronze
Age and the
Late Bronze
Age.
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bJddJddSaeaN,
o1§3N6BNL
63d9SaddhM
daLdSTaN MIhNS8TY
db. B. (I-V1 bl)

Jewels, site of
former city in
Bichvinta
Materials dated
to the (1st-6th
centuries) AD



o8

LadNSJa,
o1$3N6BNL
63d0SJddhN
dabdSdaN
MJhNS8I30 ab. b. (I-
VI LadddeddaN)

Hooks, site of for-
mer city in Bich-
vinta

The materials are
dated to the
(1st-6th centuries)
AD.
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MaadahN, 3NMhaN S
CIILHITN
ddh3dddddef S
6NJM SoSNA6N

Tamar, Giorgi,
and Mikheil
Shervashidzes
and Niko Dadiani
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3iMh3N d3h3adNdy,
dadNa dJhNasn,
dS3dLabShd
NMLISNI6N. 393363
BOhINSNL JhdN3N

Giorgi
Shervashidze,
Mamia Guirieli,

Alexander
loseliani.
Papuna
Tseretelis
archive.
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dNbJINS 33h3JdNdd
9 aNLN 89JSSA.
3934dbd BIhIhNSNL
JhdN3N

Mikheil Sher-
vashidze and his
wife. Papuna
Tseretelis
archive.
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bJdJh3ddabMISTe
1860-Na6N BSJad.

Samurzaqgano
residents.
The 1860s




63

J3b19UhJ- bJaNabN
bddhadN 8
J3bI3Jhll

LJSJdJhN - IFIhaNG.
1300-Na6N BSIaN.

Apkhiartsa - bow
instrument and
Abkhaz flute
acharpyn. The
1900s.
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hdNudab
MERDMIEHN]
SM33JaN VN3N
ddhddaNba3NL.

Spoons made
of horn for cold
dishes.
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