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Sesavali

saqarTvelos  kulturul memkvidreobas  qmnis saqarTvelos  sxvadasxva 
regionis istoriul - geografiul  teritoriebze  daculi kulturis 
Zeglebi. maTi umniSvnelovanesi nawili SemorCenilia Crdilo - dasav-
leT  saqarTvelos, dRevandeli  afxazeTis avtonomiuri respublikis 
teritoriaze.  
  toponim „afxazeTis“ geografiuli sazRvrebi, saukuneebis manZilze 
icvle-boda. ucxouri wyaroebi afxazeTis samefos jer dasavleT saqarT-
velos, xolo mogvianebiT  sruliad  saqarTvelosac uwodebdnen. Tana-
medrove afxazeTis teritoria gaerTianebul qarTul samefoSi  afxazTa 
saerisTavos, cxumis saerisTavosa  da odiSis (samegrelos) samTavros 
nawils moicavda. ase grZeldeboda XVII saukunis bolomde. Sesabamisad, 
afxazeTis avtonomiuri respublikis teritoriaze dRes arsebuli Sua 
saukuneebis  qarTuli kulturis kerebis didi nawili realurad Seqm-
nilia odiSSi da mxolod XVII saukunis 70-80-iani wlebidan aRmoCnda 
teritoriulad gafarToebuli afxazeTis SemadgenlobaSi.  aRniSnulma  
kulturul-saganmanaTleblo centrebma  mniSvnelovani kvali gaavles 
saqarTvelos mosaxleobis  sulieri ganviTarebis istoriaSi. 
rogorc cnobilia, Sua saukuneebis saqarTveloSi qarTuli mwignobro-
bisa da kulturis centrebs qristianuli eklesia warmoadgenda. eklesia 
iyo ZiriTadi ZarRvi, saidanac iwyeboda  qarTuli kulturisa da mwigno-
brobis, qarTuli sulierebis saTaveebi. VI s.  saqarTveloSi safuZveli 
Caeyara samonastro cxovrebas. gansakuTrebul aRmavlobas ganicdis 
igi VIII saukunidan tao-klarjeTSi grigol xanZTelis mier daarsebul 
eklesia-monastrebSi, romlebic gadaiqcnen qarTuli kulturis umniS-
vnelovanes centrebad, sadac mimdinareobda originaluri da Targmni-
li saero Tu sasuliero literaturis Seqmna, xelnawerTa ganaxleba; 
aqve Camoyalibda xatwerisa da ferweris SesaniSnavi skolebi, sxvadasxva 
kaligrafiuli mimdinareobani da a. S. “afxazTa” samefoSi grigol xanZ-
Telis mier daarsebuli –––saeklesio centrebis ideologiur gavlenaze 
da kulturul-sarwmunoebriv erTobaze miuTiTebs “afxazTa” mefis deme-
tre II-is mier grigol xanZTelis mowveva ubisis monastrisa da saeklesio 
centris dasaarseblad. es kulturuli erTianoba tradiciulad Sem-
degSic gagrZelda. radgan “afxazTa” mefeebis iniciativiT daarsebuli 
axali saeklesio centrebi ube, armazi, martvili, xofi, moqvi, wirqoli, 
xobi, samwevrisi, eredvi qarTuli mwignobrobis, ganaTlebisa da kul-
turis mniSvnelovan kerebs warmoadgendnen ara marto “afxazTa” samefos 
epoqaSi, aramed momdevno saukuneebSic xSirad wamyvani kulturuli ten-
denciebis matareblebad da axali kulturuli wamowyebebis iniciato-
rebad gvevlinebian.  
cxadia, am movlenas saTave daudo “afxazTa” samefos politikurma da 
sarwmunoebrivma damoukideblobam. misi mopovebisa da ganmtkicebisaT-
vis brZolaSi “afxazTa” mefeebs gverdiT edgnen bizantiis gavlenisagan 

Content
The cultural monuments in different regions of Georgia’s historic and geographic ter-
ritories comprise Georgia’s cultural heritage. Many such important monuments are 
located in north-western Georgia - currently the territory of the Autonomous Republic 
of Abkhazia.

The geographic boundaries of the toponym Abkhazia used to change during centu-
ries. Foreign sources first used the name Abkhazia for west Georgia and later the 
whole of Georgia. In the united Georgian Kingdom, the current territory of Abkhazia 
comprised the Abkhaz Princedom, the Tskhumi Princedom, and part of the Prince-
dom of Odishi (Samegrelo). The situation continued until the end of the 17th centu-
ry. Correspondingly, most of the Medieval Georgian cultural centres on the territory 
of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia today were created in Odishi and found 
themselves on the territory of broader Abkhazia only from the 1670s and 1680s. The 
aforementioned cultural centres played an important role in the spiritual development 
of the Georgian population.

It is known that educational and cultural centres were attached to the Christian church 
in Medieval Georgia. The church was the tendon that lay at the roots of Georgian 
culture and education. Monkhood started in Georgia in the 6th century. It flourished 
particularly in churches and monasteries founded by Grigol of Khandzta in Tao-Klarjeti 
in the 8th century. They became important centres of Georgian culture, where original 
spiritual literature was created, foreign works were translated, and manuscripts were 
renovated. Excellent schools of iconography and painting and various calligraphic 
trends and so forth also took shape there. The fact that “Abkhaz” king Demetre II invit-
ed Grigol of Khandzta to found a monastery and ecclesiastic centre in Ubisi points to 
the ideological influence of the ecclesiastic centres founded by Grigol of Khandzta in 
the “Abkhaz” kingdom and its cultural and religious unity. This cultural unity continued 
in the future, as the new ecclesiastic centres founded on the initiative of “Abkhaz” 
kings - Ube, Armazi, Martvili, Khopi, Mokvi, Tsirkoli, Khobi, Samtsevrisi, Eredvi - were 
important centres of education and culture not only in the era of the “Abkhaz” king-
dom, but they continued to be bearers of leading cultural trends and initiators of new 
cultural trends during the following centuries.

It is clear that political and religious independence of the “Abkhaz” kingdom was at the 
root of the phenomenon. In the struggle for obtaining and reinforcing independence, 
“Abkhaz” kings were supported by the church that was free of the influence of the Byz-
antine Empire and the population of west Georgia, which managed to obtain not only 
ecclesiastic and state independence, but also relaunched the struggle for unifying 
other Georgian territories and restoring united Georgian statehood.

Given this, it is also noteworthy that prominent figures of Georgian culture - ecclesias-
tic and secular personalities - worked precisely in the “Abkhaz” kingdom, immortalis-



Tavisufali eklesia da dasavleT saqarTvelos mosaxleoba, romelmac 
SeZlo ara marto saeklesio da saxelmwifoebrivi suverenitetis mopove-
ba, aramed brZola ganaaxla danarCeni qarTuli miwebis SemoerTebisa da 
erTiani qarTuli saxelmwifoebriobis aRdgenisaTvis. 
gamomdinare aqedan, niSandoblivia isic, rom swored “afxazTa” same-
foSi moRvaweobdnen qarTuli kulturis gamoCenili warmomadgenlebi, 
saeklesio da saero pirebi, romlebmac TavianTi saqmianobiT ukvdavyves 
sakuTari saxelebi. am mxriv mniSvnelovania X saukunis qarTveli him-
nografisa da mTargmnelis, stefane sananosZis samwerlo moRvaweoba 
martvilis taZarSi, romelic giorgi II-is dros gadaiqca qarTuli kul-
turis mniSvnelovan kerad. imave giorgi II-is mfarvelobiT sargeblobda 
didi qarTveli himnografi, SesaniSnavi “aRdgomis sagaloblebis” avto-
ri ioane minCxi, “afxazTa” samefos mkvidri iyo miqael sabawmindelis 
martvilobis “abukuras” avtori. konstantine “afxazTa” mefis dakveTiT 
qarTul enaze daiwera “afxazTa mefeTa divani”, romelic warmoadgens 
egris-afxazeTis mefeTa VIII-X saukuneebis matianes. 
“afxazTa” samefos saxelmwifo da saeklesio ena, aseve samwerlobo kul-
tura mxolod qarTuli iyo, razec erTmniSvnelovnad miuTiTeben, ro-
gorc zemoTmoyvanili faqtebi, aseve “afxazTa” mefeebis dakveTiT Ses-
rulebuli yvela warwera, romlebmac Cvenamde moaRwia da romlebic 
qarTuli asomTavruli damwerlobiT aris Sesrulebuli. am faqts aR-
niSnavs TiTqmis yvela mkvlevari, vinc ki odesme Sexebia am samefos isto-
rias, maT Soris afxazi avtorebic. miuxedavad amisa, aRniSnul sakiTxs 
sagangebod uvlian gverds Tanamedrove afxazuri istoriografiis 
warmomadgenlebi m. gunba o. bRaJba da s. lakoba. sagulisxmoa, rom afx-
azeTSi damwerlobis ganviTarebis istorias erT-erTi pirveli nayofi-
erad ikvlevda x. bRaJba (o. bRaJbas mama). misi daskvniT, “afxazTa samefo” 
warmoadgenda dasavlurqarTul saxelmwifos, romlis saxelmwifo da 
saeklesio ena qarTuli iyo.  d. gulias azriT ki, arsebuli “mravalricx-
ovani mecnierulad Semowmebuli faqtebi uciloblad metyveleben, rom 
afxazebi yovelTvis qarTvelebTan erTad cxovrobdnen saerTo istori-
uli da kulturuli cxovrebiT, rom afxazebi, kacma rom Tqvas, igive qa-
rTvelebi arian...
uciloblad dadgenilia, rom ukve IX s-is Sua xanebidan qarTuli ena 
aris damwerlobis, saxelmwifo da kerZo saqmiswarmoebis, yoveldRiuri 
saeklesio cxovrebisa da RmrTismsaxurebis erTaderTi ena”. 

saqarTvelos kulturuli memkvidreobis kvlevis Tanamedrove etapze, 
afxazeTis regionis mravalricxovani da mravalferovani materialuri 
kultura pirobiTad SeiZleba oTx ZiriTad jgufad daiyos: 
I. arqiteqturuli Zeglebi;
II. werilobiTi kulturis Zeglebi; 
III. saeklesio daniSnulebis nivTebi; 
IV. arqeologiuri gaTxrebis safuZvelze moZiebuli masala. 

ing their names by their deeds. It is important in this regard to note the writings by the 
10th-century Georgian hymnographer and translator, Stepane Sabanoisdze, in the 
Martvili Cathedral, which became an important centre of Georgian culture under King 
Giorgi II. Great Georgian hymnographer Ioane Minchkhi, the author of the excellent 
work called Easter Hymns also enjoyed Giorgi II’s protection. The author of Abukura, 
description of the martyrdom of Mikael of Sabatsminda, was also a native of the “Ab-
khaz” kingdom. “Abkhaz” king Konstantine ordered to write in Georgian The Divan of 
the Abkhaz Kings, which is a chronicle of the kings of Egrisi-Abkhazia from the 8th 
through the 10th centuries.

The official language of the “Abkhaz” kingdom and church as well as of literature was 
only Georgian, which becomes obvious from aforementioned facts and all inscriptions 
made according to the orders of “Abkhaz” kings. All the inscriptions that have survived 
to our days are in Georgian Asomtavruli script. Almost all researchers, who have 
ever touched on the history of this kingdom note this and Abkhaz researchers are 
among them. In spite of this, representatives of modern Abkhaz historiography - M. 
Gunba, O. Bghazhba, and S. Lakoba - purposefully avoid mentioning this. It is note-
worthy that Kh. Bghazhba (O. Bghazhba’s father) was one of the first, who studied 
the history of the development of written language in Abkhazia. He concluded that the 
Kingdom of Abkhazia was a west Georgian state, whose official and church language 
was Georgian. According to D. Gulia, numerous available “scientifically tested facts 
unambiguously show that the Abkhaz have always lived together with Georgians and 
they had a common historic and cultural life and that in essence, the Abkhaz are the 
same as Georgians...

It has been established without any doubt that from the middle of the 9th century, the 
Georgian language was already the only language of writing, state and private paper-
work, everyday ecclesiastic life, and church services.

At the modern level of research in Georgia’s cultural heritage, the numerous and 
variegated material culture of the region of Abkhazia can conditionally be divided in 
four main groups:

I. Architectural monuments;
II. Written cultural monuments;
III. Ecclesiastic items;
IV. Materials discovered during archaeological excavations.

This classification is a realistic reflection of the general state of monuments of mate-
rial culture of Abkhazia at this stage.

I. Architectural buildings are the most numerous group among the monuments of ma-
terial culture of Abkhazia. Although many of the surviving aforementioned monuments 
have been damaged, each of them has its own history of development. Architectural 



   aRniSnuli klasifikacia realurad asaxavs am etapze afxazeTis materi-
aluri kulturis Zeglebis saerTo suraTs. 

1.arqiteqturuli nagebobani afxazeTis materialuri kulturis Ze-
glebis yvelaze mravalricxovan jgufs warmoadgenen. miuxedavad imi-
sa, rom aRniSnuli Zeglebis didi nawili dRemde dazianebuli saxiT 
aris moRweuli, yvela maTgans ganviTarebis Tavisi istoria aqvs. ar-
qiteqturuli nagebobani Tavis mxriv, aerTianebs afxazeTis materi-
aluri kulturis or yvelaze mravalricxovan qvejgufs:  a) sakulto 
daniSnulebis (saeklesio) xuroTmoZRvrebis Zeglebi da b) saero  dan-
iSnulebis Zeglebi. maT Soris, pirvel qvejgufSi Sedis  samonastro 
kompleqsebi, taZrebi, patara eklesiebi da samlocveloebi; xolo meore 
qvejgufSi erTiandebian  safortifikacio nagebobebi, xidebi, sameTvaly-
ureo nagebobani, saero da msxvil sasuliero feodalTa sasaxleebi da 
a.S. 
 cnobilia, rom Zveli arqiteqtura kargad asaxavs erovnuli kulturis 
Semo-qmedebis potencials. bunebrivia, igi ar aris Caketili mxolod Ta-
vis sazRvrebSi da garedan Semotanili TemebiTac sazrdoobs. amave dros 
adgilobrivi xuroTmoZRvruli tradiciebis gaTvaliswinebis gareSe, 
sxva kulturis gamocdilebis gadmotana SeiZleba mxolod zedapirul 
mimbaZvelobad iqces. afxazeTis a/r teritoriaze daculi Sua saukunee-
bis arqiteqturuli Zeglebi daxvewili xuroTmoZRvruli formebiTa da 
mravalferovani dekoriT saqarTvelos arqiteqturuli Zeglebis er-
Tian galereaSi erT-erT gamorCeul adgils ikavebs. regionis yvelaze 
cnobil, Zveli xuroTmoZRvrebis  saeklesio Zeglebs  miekuTvnebian bi-
WvinTis, bediis, moqvis, iloris, lixnis, drandis, gagris, bzifis, wke-
likaris, gudavis, laSqendaris  da a. S. eklesiebi da samonastro komple-
qsebi.  SeiZleba iTqvas, rom afxazeTi, iseve, rogorc saqarTvelos yvela 
istoriuli regioni, mo-fenilia sxvadasxva daniSnulebis qristianuli 
saeklesio nagebobebiT  da maTi raodenoba imdenad STambeWdavia,  „rode-
sac afxazeTis Suasaukunovan kulturaze wamoiwyeben saubars mxedve-
lobaSi upiratesad iq SemorCenili saeklesio xelovnebis nawarmoebebi 
aqvT“.
 „afxazeTis kulturuli memkvidreoba, iseve rogorc mTeli qarTuli 
SavizRvispireTisa, naklebad homogenuria, rac ganpirobebulia dasav-
leT  saqarTve-los sanapiro zolSi  „jer elinuri, Semdgom elinisturi, 
romauli, da bolos bi-zantiuri politikuri da kulturuli gavleniT“. 
swored aqedan vrceldeboda mTel saqarTveloSi kulturuli elemen-
tebis  „importi“, ramac Cven, rogorc aRmosavleTis erT-erTi qristian-
uli qveyana, bizantiuri kulturuli wris qveynebSi gagvaerTiana, xolo 
kulturul naTesaobas bizantiuri civilizaciis paradigma ewoda.  qa-
rTuli qristianuli xelovnebis Zeglebze, gansakuTrebiT saeklesio 
nagebobebze  asaxuli es naTesaoba, sulac ar cvlis saerTo suraTs Zveli 
qarTuli arqiteqturis avTenturobis Sesaxeb, radgan Zveli qarTuli 

buildings, for their part, comprise two most numerous subgroups of the material cul-
ture of Abkhazia: a) Architectural monuments of cult (churches) and b) Secular mon-
uments. The first subgroup comprises complexes of monasteries, cathedrals, small 
churches, and chapels. The second group comprises fortifications, bridges, watch-
towers, palaces of secular noblemen, religious feudal lords, and so forth.

It is known that ancient architecture is a reflection of the creative potential of a na-
tional culture. Of course, it is not blocked within its own boundaries and is nourished 
by themes imported from outside. At the same time, borrowing the experience of 
other cultures without taking into account local architectural traditions may prove to 
be just superficial imitation. Medieval architectural monuments on the territory of the 
Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia occupy a prominent place in the unified gallery of 
Georgian architectural monuments due to their subtle architectural forms and varied 
decorations. Churches and monasteries in Bichvinta, Bedia, Mokvi, Ilori, Likhni, Dran-
da, Gagra, Bzipi, Tskelikari, Gudava, Lashkendari, and other places are most well-
known ecclesiastic monuments of ancient architecture of the region. It can be said 
that Abkhazia, as any other Georgian region, is full of Christian ecclesiastic buildings 
with various functions and their number is so impressive that “when they start talking 
about the Medieval culture of Abkhazia, they first and foremost imply  works of eccle-
siastic art surviving there”.

The cultural heritage of Abkhazia, like that of the whole Black Sea coastal area of 
Georgia, is not so homogeneous, which is due to “first Hellenic, then Hellenistic and 
Roman, and finally Byzantine political and cultural influences”. It was from there that 
cultural elements were “imported” to the whole of Georgia, which made us as a Chris-
tian country of the East part of the circle of countries following the Byzantine culture 
and the cultural relations were called the paradigm of Byzantine civilisation. These 
relations that are reflected in the monuments of Georgian Christian art, particularly 
ecclesiastic buildings, do not at all change the general authenticity of Old Georgian 
architecture, because Old Georgian ecclesiastic monuments are obviously free of 
outside influences and are different from Eastern Christian monuments.

Old secular architectural monuments cannot be disregarded in the Georgian cultural 
heritage. Remains of old fortifications - fortresses, watchtowers, bridges, and so forth 
- as well as palaces and homes of big feudal lords have survived in Abkhazia mostly in 
the shape of ruins, which does not mean that they have lost their historic value. They 
continue to impress viewers now too.

The Anacopia citadel, the Bagrati Fortress near Sokhumi, the Sokhumi Acropolis, and 
the fortresses in Kelasuri, Bzipi, Gagra, Anukhva, Kodori, Lidzava, Chkhalta, Amtkeli, 
Khashupse, Mchishta, Bichvinta, Azanta, Duripshi, Likhni, and Satamashia had the 
function of protecting the north-western border of Georgia for centuries. There are 
more than 70 such monuments on the territory of the present-day Autonomous Re-
public of Abkhazia.



saeklesio Zeglebi TvalsaCinod  TviTmyofadi da gansaxvavebulia aRmo-
savluri qristianobis Zeglebisagan. 
saqarTvelos kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglebs Soris gverds ver 
avuvliT saero daniSnulebis Zvel arqteqturas. afxazeTSi am tipis Ze-
glebidan dRemde moRweulia rogorc TavdacviTi xasiaTis Zveli, safor-
tifikacio Zeglebis naSTebi - cixeebi, sameTvalyureo koSkebi, xidebi  da 
a. S., aseve, msxvil feodalTa sasaxle-nagebobani. maTi umravlesoba dRes 
nangrevebis saxiT aris SemorCenuli, Tumca ar daukargavs Tavisi isto-
riuli Rirebuleba da mnaxvelSi dResac did STabeWdilebas axdens. 
mravali saukunis manZilze, saqarTvelos Crdilo dasavleT sazRvris 
dacvis umniSvnelovanes funqcias asrulebda anakofiis citadeli, 
bagratis cixe soxumTan, soxumis akropolisi, kelasuris zRude, bzifis, 
gagris, anuxvis, kodoris, liZavis, CxalTis, amtyelis, xaSufses, mWiSTis, 
biWvinTis, azanTas, kodoris, durifSis, lixnis, saTamaSias cixeebi da 
a. S. maTi raodenoba Tanamedrove afxazeTis avtonomiuri respublikis 
teritoriaze  70- ze  metia. 
 msxvil saero da saeklesio feodalTa sasaxleebidan gansakuTrebuli 
yuradRebis Rirsia lixnis, merxeulis, bediis, anuxvisa da webeldis sa-
saxleTa nangrevebi, romlebic SarvaSiZeebis, marSaniebis, JvanisZeebisa 
da basiliZeTa feodalur gvarebs ekuTvnoda.
saqarTvelos uZveles xidebs Soris erT-erTi TvalsaCinoa „Tamaris xidi“ 
so-xumTan axlos mdinare besleTze. msgavsi xidebi damaxasiaTebelia X, XI, 
XII, XIII saukuneebis saqarTvelosaTvis da SemorCenilia qarTlSi, aWara-
Si, samcxe-javaxeTsa da istoriul tao-klarjeTSi.  xidi unikaluria 
im TvalsazrisiT, rom mis TaRs miuyveba Zveli qarTuli asomTavruli 
warwera, romelSic gaerTianebuli saqarTvelos pirveli mefe bagrat III 
bagrationi (978-1014 ww) aris dasaxelebuli. miuxedavad amisa, adgilo-
brivi mosaxleoba mas saqarTvelos mefis Tamaris (1184-1213 ww.) saxelTan 
akavSirebs.  
  II. werilobiTi kulturis Zeglebi afxazeTis kulturul memkvidreoba-
Si, erT-erT yvelaze mravalricxovan jgufs Seadgenen, romlebic, Tavis 
mxriv, or  jgufad iyofian: a) epigrafikuli Zeglebi, anu magar masalaze 
Sesrulebuli warwerebi da b) xelnawerebi (rbil masalaze Sesrulebu-
li werilobiTi Zeglebi), g) numizmatikuri masala, romelzec daculia 
warwerebi. 
a) epigrafikuli Zeglebidan gvaqvs: lapidaruli (qvaze Rrma kveTiT 
Sesrulebuli warwerebi), Weduri (xatebze, jvrebze, sxvadasxva saxis 
saeklesio nivTebze amokveTili) da freskuli (saRebaviT Sesrulebu-
li) warwerebi. epigrafikuli  Zeglebi, warwerebi gvxvdeba qarTul, 
berZnul, laTinur, osmalur  (arabuli damwerlobiT) enebze. maT Soris 
istoriuli mniSvnelobis  qarTuli warwerebi asze metia da maTi qro-
nologia VIII-XIX saukuneebs moicavs. berZnuli warwerebi ZiriTadad 
IX  saukunemdelia, Tumca gvxvdeba XI  saukunis berZnuli grafitoebic.   
SemorCenilia eqvsi Tu Svidi osmaluri  da sami laTinuri  warwera.  

There are ruins of big secular and religious feudal lords, of which ruins of the palac-
es in Likhni, Merkheuli, Bedia, Anukhva, and Tsebelda are particularly noteworthy. 
They belonged to the feudal families of Sharvashidze, Marshania, Zhvanisdze, and 
Basilidze.

The “Tamar Bridge” on the Besleti River is one of the most noteworthy among old 
bridges in Georgia. Such bridges were characteristic of Georgia from the 10th through 
the 13th centuries and they can now be found in Kartli, Ajaria, Samtskhe-Javakheti, 
and historic Tao-Klarjeti. The bridge is unique due to an inscription on its arc in Geor-
gian Asomtavruli. It mentions the first king of united Georgia, Bagrat III Bagrationi 
(978-1014). In spite of this, local people link it to Georgian Queen Tamar (1184-1213).

II. Written cultural monuments make a most multitudinous part of the cultural heritage 
of Abkhazia. This group is divided in three subgroups: a) Epigraphic monuments, i.e. 
inscriptions made on hard materials, b) manuscripts, i.e. monuments written on soft 
materials; and c) numismatic materials that bear inscriptions.

a) Epigraphic monuments comprise lapidary inscriptions (engraved deep in stone), 
incuse inscriptions (on icons, crosses, and various type of ecclesiastic items), and 
inscriptions on frescoes (painted). Epigraphic monuments are in Georgian, Greek, 
Latin, and Ottoman (in Arabic script). They include more than a hundred Georgian 
inscriptions of historical importance and their chronology covers the period from 8th 
century to the 19th century. Greek inscriptions are mostly dated before the 9th centu-
ry, but there are also 11th-century Greek graffiti. There are also six or seven Ottoman 
and three Latin inscriptions.

Academician Tinatin Kaukhchishvili published several times Greek inscriptions of 
historical content, which we will discuss below. Russian researcher A. Vinogradov 
studied recently the Greek epigraphic inscriptions in the St Theodore and St  Simon 
the Canaanite cathedrals on Mount Iveron. However, A. Vinogradov is not well famil-
iar with T. Kaukhchishvili’s publications and is unable to use them in an appropriate 
manner.

Ottoman historical inscriptions mostly belong to the period from the 16th to 18th cen-
turies. We also have epitaphs on several gravestones of Abkhaz noblemen of the 19th 
century. According to Abkhaz linguist Kh. Bghazhba, Turkish script failed to become 
widespread in Abkhazia and its fragments can only be seen on individual gravestones 
as epitaphs. Ottoman inscriptions are mostly found in Sokhumi, its outskirts, and the 
villages of Chala (Chlou) and Jirkhva. An inscription on the Sokhumi fortress about 
the restoration of the fortress in the 18th century has become an object of scientific 
attention recently.

Just three |Latin inscriptions have been found on the territory of Abkhazia. One of 
them was found in Sokhumi, It mentions Emperor Adrian and his civil servant Flavius 



istoriuli Sinaarsis berZnuli warwerebi, romelTa Sesaxeb qvemoT 
gveqneba saubari, ramdenjerme gamosca akademikosma TinaTin yauxCiSvil-
ma. iveriis mTis wm. Tevdoresa da   wm. simon kananelis taZrebis  berZnu-
li  epigrafika bolo dros rusma mecnierma a. vonogradovma gamoaqveyna. 
Tumca, a. vinogradovi cudad icnobs da saTanadod ver iyenebs T. yauxCiS-
vilis  gamocemebs. 
osmaluri  istoriuli warwerebi  ZiriTadad, XVI-XVIII saukuneebs gane-
kuTvneba; aseve gvaqvs ramdenime afxazi didebulis  XIX  saukunis safla-
vis qvis epitafiac.  afxazi enaTmecnieris x. bRaJbas sityvebiT, Turqul-
ma damwerlobam afxazeTSi ver moipova gavrceleba da igi fragmentuli 
saxiTaa warmodgenili calkeuli saflavis qvebis epitafiebze. osmalu-
ri warwerebi ZiriTadad gvxvdeba soxumSi, mis SemogarenSi, sof. Walasa 
(Wlou) da jirxvaSi. ukanasknel xans samecniero mimoqcevaSi Semovida 
soxumis cixis saamSeneblo warwera, romelic XVIII saukuneSi  soxumis 
cixis restavraciaze mogviTxrobs. 
afxazeTis teritoriaze samiode laTinurenovani warweraa aRmoCenili. 
maT Soris erT-erTSi, romelic soxumSia napovni,  imperatori adriane 
da misi moxele flavius ariane arian dasaxelebuli. Sesabamisad, war-
wera adrianes imperatorobis wlebiT (ax. w. 117-138 ww.) TariRdeba. 
masSi moTxrobilia arianes mier soxumSi safortifikacio  nagebobis 
mSeneblobis ambavi. rogorc cnobilia,  flavius arianem imperatoris 
brZanebiT, samxreT da aRmosavleT-aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTSi, maT 
Soris soxumSi (sebastopolisi), romauli garnizonebis sainspeqcio aR-
wera da  cixe-simagreTa samSeneblo sarestavracio samuSaoebic Caatara.  
meore laTunurenovani warwera aRmoCnda biWvinTaSi, romlis  fragmen-
tidan SemorCenilia  mxolod sami grafema „leg“. mkvlevarTa did nawils 
miaCnia, rom aq sityva „legioni“, an „legioneri“ ikiTxeboda. es warwera 
ax. w. II – IV saukuneebiT SeiZleba daTariRdes. 
mesame warwera   2011 wels soxumis cixis gaTxrebis dros aRmoCnda da  
masSi romis imperatori valerianusi (253-260) ixsenieba. aqedan gamomdin-
are, warwera 253-260 wlebiT TariRdeba.  
samive warweris Sinaarsze dayrdnobiT SegviZlia davaskvnaT, rom ax. 
w. II – IV  saukuneebSi sebastopolisi, anu cxumi//soxumi romis imperiis 
mniSvnelovan dasayrdens warmoadgenda, sadac romaelTa garnizoni iyo 
ganlagebuli. 
sagulisxmoa, rom afxazeTis materialuri kulturis Zeglebis Sesaxeb 
informacia daculia kaTolike misionerebis, kerZod,  Teatineli bere-
bis  qriste-fore kastelis, arqanjelo lambertis da sxvaTa Txzulebeb-
Si.   kastelis albomsa da lambertis TxzulebaSi „samegrelos aRwera“ 
araerTi Zvirfasi cnobaa Semonaxuli im eklesia - monastrebisa da saepis-
koposo kaTedralebis Sesaxeb, romelTa nawili SemorCenilia, nawili ga-
nadgurebulia, an  nangrevebadaa qceuli. 
b) werilobiTi kulturis Zeglebis meore jgufi -  xelnawerebi, mxolod 
qarTulenovania da isini afxazeTis qarTuli skriptoriumebis biWvin-

Arrian. Correspondingly, the inscription is dated on the basis of Adrian’s reign (117-
138 AD). It tells the story of building a fortification in Sokhumi by Arrian. It is known 
that according to the emperor’s order, Flavius Arrian carried out inspections of Roman 
garrisons in the southern and eastern Black Sea coastal area, including Sokhumi 
(Sebastopolis), where he constructed and restored fortifications.

The second Latin inscription was found in Bichvinta. Only three graphemes -LEG - re-
main of a fragment of the inscription. Most researchers believe that the full word was 
“legion” of “legionary”. The inscription can be dated 2th-4th centuries AD.

The third inscription was found during the excavations at Sokhumi fortress in 2011. 
It mentions Roman Emperor Valerian (253-260). Given this, the inscription is dated 
253-260.

It is possible to conclude on the basis of the three inscriptions that in the 2th-4th cen-
turies AD, Sebastopolis/Tskhumi/Sokhumi was an important stronghold of the Roman 
Empire with a Roman garrison stationed there.

It is noteworthy that information about monuments of the material culture of Abkhazia 
can be found in works by Catholic missionaries, Theatine monks Cristoforo Castelli 
and Arcangelo Lamberti. Castelli’s album and The Description of Samegrelo by Lam-
berti comprise many important notes about churches, monasteries, and episcopal 
cathedrals, some of which have survived up to now, some have been completely 
destroyed, and others have turned into ruins.

b) The second group of written cultural monuments - manuscripts - are only in Geor-
gian. They were copied in Georgian scriptoria of Abkhazia in the cultural and educa-
tional centres of Bichvinta, Mokvi, and Bedia. The Gospels with unique miniatures of 
Bichvinta (12th century) and Mokvi (13th century), a 16th-century collection of hymns 
of Bichvinta, a 17th-century collection of Biblical books of Bedia, a 16th century omo-
phorion of Mokvi, The Divan of the Abkhaz Kings of the 10th century, and others are 
noteworthy examples of such monuments.

Most important centres of Georgian culture in Mokvi, Bichvinta, Ilori, Likhni, Tsebelda, 
Tsarche, and so forth created spiritual values during centuries and not only Georgians 
but also the Abkhaz can be proud of them. These centres of Christian culture had 
ancient libraries, where original Georgian works were written. Religious books were 
translated from Greek into Georgian and new manuscripts were created. The unique 
manuscripts from the libraries that have survived to our days are part of an invaluable 
treasury for the history of the development of Georgian written culture and are kept in 
the National Centre of Manuscripts in Tbilisi.

It is necessary to mention written monuments of the times of Egrisi-Abkhazia King-
dom (8th-10th centuries) created according to the orders of “Abkhaz kings”, who are 



Tis, moqvisa da bediis kulturul-saganmanaTleblo centrebSia gad-
awerili. maT Soris TvalsaCinoa biWvinTis XII saukunisa da  moqvis XIII 
saukunis unikaluri miniaturebiT moxatuli oTxTavebebi, biWvinTis XVI 
saukunis iadgari, XVII saukunis bediis gulani, XVI saukunis moqvis omo-
fori, X saukunis afxaz mefeTa divani da a. S. 
qarTuli kulturis  umniSvnelovanesi kerebi moqvi, bedia, biWvinTa, ilo-
ri, lixni, webelda, warCe  da a. S., saukuneebis manZilze qmnidnen im suli-
er Rirebulebebs, romliTac unda amayobdes aramarto qarTveli, aramed 
afxazi xalxic. qristianuli kulturis am centrebSi ganTavsebuli iyo 
Zveli wignTsacavebi, sadac  daiwera originaluri qarTuli Txzulebebi,  
berZnulidan qarTulze iTargmneboda sasuliero daniSnulebis wignebi, 
iqmneboda axali xelnawerebi. am wignTsacavebidan  Cvenamde moRweuli 
unikaluri xelnawerebi qarTuli werilobiTi kulturis ganviTarebis 
istoriisaTvis fasdaudebel saganZurs warmoadgens da  dRes TbilisSi 
xelnawerTa erovnul centrSi inaxeba.
  aqve gverds ver avuvliT  egris-afxazeTis („afxazTa“) samefos  (VIII-X 
ss) droindel  werilobiT Zeglebs, romlebic „afxazTa mefeTa“ dakveTiT 
aris Sesrulebuli, an saktitoro saqmianobisaTvis Tavad arian warwer-
aSi moxseniebulni.  sul moRweuli aris 20-de epigrafikuli Zegli da 
erTi istoriuli qronika - „afxaz mefeTa divani“. yvela maTgani, garda 
erTi berZnuli freskuli warwerisa martvilis taZarSi, Sesrulebulia 
qarTul enaze, Zveli qarTuli damwerlobiT. 
sagulisxmoa, rom „afxazTa mefeTa” warwerebis  umravlesoba gvxvdeba 
Tanamedrove afxazeTis farglebs gareT, saqarTvelos sxva istoriul 
regionebSi – istoriuli egris-afxazeTis („afxazTa“) samefos terito-
riaze, kerZod: samegreloSi, qarTlSi, imereTsa da javaxeTSi. 
g) afxazeTis teritoriaze napovnia mravalricxovani numizmatikuri ni-
muSi, romlebic napovnia ZiriTadad, soxumSi, anakofiis cixeSi (iveriis 
mTaze), lixnSi da a. S.   monetebis umravlesoba qarTuli da berZnuli 
legendiTaa. qarTuli monetebi, maTze amokveTili warwerebis mixedviT,  
ekuTvnis saqarTvelos mefeebs bagrat IV – s (1027-1072),   giorgi II – s 
(1072-1089), daviT IV aRmaSenebels (1089-1125) da  a. S.  garda amisa, aR-
moCenilia vercxlis fuli, romelsac adgilobrivi mosaxleoba „cxumur 
TeTrs“, xolo genuelebi „sebastopolisis aspras“ uwodebdnen (rogorc 
cnobilia, Zvel saqarTveloSi soxumi iwodeboda ro-gorc cxumi, laT-
inurenovani wyaroebi mas, romaelTa msgavsad, sebastopoliss uwodebd-
nen). „cxumur  TeTrs“ odiSis erisTavT erisTavi da saqarTvelos samefo 
karis mandaturTuxucesi vamey I dadiani (1384-1396)  mefis nebarTviT, 
swored, cxumis zarafxanaSi  Wrida. qarTuli monetebis dRemde moRweu-
li raodenoba 50-ze metia, magram Tu gaviTvaliswinebT im faqts, rom 
1927 wels soxumSi aRmoCenili monetebis ganZis didi nawili daikarga, 
maTi raodenoba  gacilebiT meti iqneboda. 
 bizantiuri monetebi moWrilia iustiniane I-is (527-565), konstantine 
monomaxosis (1042-1055),  konstantine dukas (1059-1067), romanoz IV dio-

mentioned in the relevant inscriptions as ktetors. A total of 20 epigraphic monuments 
and one historical chronicle - The Divan of the Abkhaz Kings - have survived to our 
days. All of them are in Georgian Asomtavruli script for the exception of an inscription 
on a fresco in the Martvili church, which is in Greek.

It is noteworthy that most inscriptions that mention “Abkhaz kings” can be found be-
yond the boundaries of present-day Abkhazia - in other historic regions of Georgia 
on the territory of the historic Egrisi-Abkhazia Kingdom such as Samegrelo, Kartli, 
Imereti, and Javakheti.

c) Numerous numismatic materials have been found on the territory of Abkhazia, 
mostly in Sokhumi, the Anacopia fortress (on Mount Iveria), in Likhni, and other plac-
es. Most coins have Georgian and Greek legends. Inscriptions engraved on the coins 
show that they belong to the periods of Georgian kings Bagrat IV (1027-1072), Giorgi 
II (1072-1089), David IV the Builder (1089-1125), and others. In addition, silver coins 
have also been found. Local people called them “Tskhumi tetri” and the Genoese “Se-
bastopolis aspras”. (It is known that in ancient Georgia, Sokhumi was called Tskhumi 
and Latin-language sources, like Romans, referred to it as Sebastopolis.) The Prince 
of Odishi and the mandaturtukhutsesi (interior minister) at the Georian royal court, 
Vamek I Dadiani (1384-1396) stamped out “Tskhumi tetri” precisely at the Sokhumi 
mint upon the king’s permission. The number of Georgian coins at our disposal is 
more than 50. However, taking into account the fact that many of the coins discovered 
in Sokhumi in 1927 were lost, it can be assumed that their number was much higher.

Byzantine coins were stamped out on behalf of Justinian I (527-565), Constantine 
Monomachos (1042-1055), Constantine Doukas (1059-1067), Romanos Diogenes 
(1067-1071), and others. Their number is up to 30 and they were discovered in 
Sokhumi, Likhni, and other places together with coins of Georgian kings Bagrat IV 
(1027-1072), Giorgi II (1072-1089), and David IV. It seems that in Abkhazia, like in 
the rest of Georgia, Byzantine money {including Trebizond money) circulated together 
with Georgian money.

III. Most well-known ecclesiastic items are the gold chalice from Bedia (999), the 
silver chalice from Ilori (10th century), the icons of St Catherine (11th century), John 
the Baptist (11th century), and Andrew the First-Called (12th century) from Tsebelda, 
the liturgical fan of Abkhaz Jing Giorgi II (922-957), the icon of Abkhaz King Leon III 
(957-967), the icon Dvid VI Narin (1247-1293) donated to the Ilori church, Abkhaz 
Catholicos Evdemon Chkhetidze’s (1557-1578) icon of Our Lady and abbot’s cross 
from Bichvinta, the triptych donated to the Mokvi Cathedral of Our Lady on the or-
der of Mokvi Bishop Andria Sakvarelidze (1660-1666), the abbot’s cross of Abkhaz 
Catholicos Eptvime Sakvarelidze (1578-1614) from Mokvi, the icon donated to Ilori 
St George by Bedia Archbishop Kirile Zhuanisdze (about 1572-1582), and the icons 
donated to Ilori St George by Odishi eristavis and princes. Icons donated by Odishi 
Prince Levan II Dadiani (1511-1557) to Ilori St George and Bichvinta Our Lady are 



genes (1067-1071)  da a. S. saxeliT. maTi raodenoba 30-mde aRwevs  da na-
povnia, soxumSi, lixnSi da a. S.,  saqarTvelos mefeebis bagrat IV-is (1027-
1072), giorgi II -is (1072-1089), daviT aRmaSeneblis  monetebTan  erTad. 
rogorc Cans, afxazeTSi, iseve rogorc danarCen saqarTveloSi,  qarTul 
fulTan  erTad bizantiuri (maT Soris trapi-zonuli) fulic iyo mimo-
qcevaSi. 
 III. saeklesio nivTebidan yvelaze cnobil nimuSebs miekuTvnebian bediis 
oqros barZimi (999 weli), iloris vercxlis barZimi (X s.), webeldis wm. 
ekaterines (XI s.), ioane naTlismcemlisa (XI s.) da andria pirvelwodebu-
lis xatebi (XIIs.),  giorgi II (922-957) afxazTa mefis samwerobeli, leon 
III (957-967) afxazTa mefis xati, daviT VI narinis (1247-1293) iloris taZ-
risadmi Sewiruli xati, afxazeTis kaTalikosis evdemon CxetiZis (1557-
1578) biWvinTis RmrTismSoblis xati da sawinamZRvre jvari, moqvis epis-
kopos andria sayvareliZis (1660-1666) dakveTiT moqvis RmrTismSoblis 
taZrisadmi Sewiruli  karedi, afxazeTis kaTalikosis efTvime sayvarel-
iZis (1578-1614) moqvis sawinamZRvre jvari, bedieli mTavarepiskoposis 
kirile JuanisZis (daaxloebiT 1572-1582 ww.) iloris wm. giorgisadmi Se-
wiruli xati, odiSis erisTavT-erisTavebisa da mTavrebis  iloris wm. gi-
orgisadmi Sewiruli xatebi, maT Soris gansakuTrebiT mravalricxovania 
odiSis mTavris levan II dadianis (1511-1557 ww) mier iloris wm. giorgis 
da biWvinTis RmrTismSoblisadmi Sewiruli xatebi. zemoTdasaxelebul 
yvela Zeglze amokveTilia  Zveli qarTuli asomTavruli warwerebi, rom-
lebic mogviTxroben Zeglis ktitorTa da ostatTa Sesaxeb, an warmoad-
genen  memorialur warwerebs. 
rac Seexeba arqeologiuri gaTxrebis safuZvelze moZiebul mdidar da 
mravalferovan masalas, romlebic Cvens klasifikaciaSi calke jgufs 
qmnian, aq gvxvdeba rogorc qvis, brinjaosa da rkinis xanis, aseve Sua-
saukuneebis Zeglebic. sagulisxmoa, rom  Tanamedrove afxazeTis ter-
itoriaze arqeologiuri gaTxrebis safuZvelze moZiebuli masala 
erTmniSvnelovnad avlens genetikur msgavsebas da kavSirebs danarCeni 
saqarTvelos arqeologiur ZeglebTan. 

particularly numerous among the latter. All the aforementioned monuments bear in-
scriptions in Old Georgian Asomtavruli that comprise information about ktetors and 
masters or represent memorial inscriptions.

As regards rich and varied materials discovered during archaeological excavations 
that make a separate group in our classification, monuments of Stone Age, Bronze 
Age, and Iron Age, as well as the Middle Ages, have been found in Abkhazia. It is 
noteworthy that materials discovered during archaeological excavations on the terri-
tory of present-day Abkhazia are definitly genetically similar and linked to the archae-
ological monuments found in the rest of Georgia.



10  

candrifSis 
(ganTiadis) 

taZari 
(VI saukune)

arqiteqtura

Tsandripshi 
(Gantiadi) 

church 
(6th century)
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drandas 
eklesia 
(VI-VIII saukuneebi)

Dranda church 
(6th-8th centuries)



12  

bzifis 
taZari 

(IX saukune)

Bzipi 
church 

(9th century)
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wm. simon 
kananelis 
eklesia (X saukune) 
aRdgenilia 
(XIX saukuneSi)

St Simon the 
Canaanite 
church 10th 
century.  
Restored in the 
(19th century)



14  

wm. simon 
kananelis eklesia 

(X saukune) 
aRdgenilia 

(XIX saukuneSi)

St Simon the 
Canaanite 

church 
(10th century)  

Restored in 
the 

(19th century)
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lixne  
(X saukune)

Likhne 
(10th century)



16  

biWvintis 
sakaTedro 

taZari. 
(X saukune)

Bichvinta 
cathedral 

(10th century)



 17

moqvis taZari 
(X saukune) 
aRdgenilia 
(XIX saukuneSi)

Mokvi church 
(10th century)  
Restored 
in the 
(19th century)



18  

moqvi taZari. 
interieri. 
(X saukune)

Mokvi church 
Interior

(10th century) 
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Zveli gagris 
sameklesiiani 
bazilika 
(IX saukune)

Old Gagra 
Basilica 
(9th century)



20  

iloris 
wm. giorgis 
saxelobis 

eklesia. 
(XI saukune)

Ilori 
St George 

church. 
(11th century)
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kamanis eklesia 
(XI saukune)

Kamani 
church 
(11th century)
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besleTis xidi. 
(XII saukune)

Beslet bridge. 
(12th century)
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lixne. 
ServaSiZeebis 
sasaxle (X da XIX 
saukuneebi)

Likhne. 
Shervashidzes’ 
Palace 
(10th-19th 
centuries)



24  

warCes cixe. 
adre Sua 

saukuneebi.

Tsarche 
fortress.  

early Middle 
Ages.



 25

soxumis stela 
daTariRebulia 
Zv.w. 430-420 
wlebiT.

Sokhumi stele 
dated to 
430-420 BC.

reliefebi



26  

webeldis filis 
fragmenti

(VIII saukune)

Fragment 
of Tsebelda 
iconostasis

(8th century)



 27

reliefi soxumis 
midamoebidan

sarkmlis TavsarTi 
angelozebis 

gamosaxulebiT (IX saukune)

Relief from 
an area 
adjacent to 
Sokhumi

Window ornament with 
an image of angels. 

(11th century)



28  

bediis barZimi 
TariRdeba 

999 wliT 

Bedia chalice 
is dated to 999

Weduroba
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sawinamZRvro 
jvari. 
(XVI saukune)

Abbot’s cross. 
(16th century) 



30  

sanawile jvarcmis 
gamosaxulebiT da 

afxazeTis mefe 
giorgis warweriT.

Reliquary lid 
with an image 
of crucifixion 

and 
inscription: 

Abkhaz King 
Giorgi.



 31

iloris 
wm. giorgis xati

St George 
icon of Ilori
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moqvis oTxTavi 
(XIV saukune)

Mokvi Four 
Gospels 

(14th century)

xelnawerebi
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biWvinTis 
oTxTavi. 
(XII saukune)

Bichvinta  
Four Gospels. 
(12th century)



34  

bediis gulani 
(XVII-XVIII ss.)

Bedia liturgical 
book 

(17th-18th 
centuries)



 35

metafrasi 
(1578-1611 ww.)

Metaphrasis 
(1578-1611)



36  

Mokvi liturgical 
book 

(16th century)

moqvis gulani
 (XVI saukune)



 37

marxvani 
(XVI-XVII ss.)

Triodion  
(16th-17th 
centuries)



38  

Tveni 
(XVI saukune)

Menaion
 (16th century)



 39

mcire Jamn-gulani 
(XVI saukune.)

Small book of 
hours and 
liturgical book, 
(16th century)



40  

varZiis oTxTavi 
(XVIsaukune)

Vardzia Four 
Gospels 

(16th century)



 41

Jamn-gulani 
(XVII-XVIII saukune)

Book of hours 
and liturgical 
book 
(17th-18th 
centuries) 



42  

niko dadianis”
qarTvelT 

cxovreba” 
(XIX saukunis 

dasawyisi)

Life of 
Georgians by 
Niko Dadiani 
(beginning of 

the 
(19th century)



 43

zepirsityvierebis
nimuSebis krebuli:
Sesulia sxvadasxva
kuTxis andazebi,
gamocanebi, simRe-
ris teqstebi

Collection of 
oral folklore; The 
manuscript 
consists of com-
prises proverbs, 
riddles, and 
lyricks of songs



44  

Tedo saxokia, 
[mogzauroba] 

awindels 
afxazeTSi 
1889 weli.

Tedo Sakhokia, 
[A trip to] 

present-day 
Abkhazia; 

1889



 45

afianCas mRvime. 

Apiancha cave.

arqeologia



46  

akarmaris 
samarovani; 

TariRdeba 
Zv.w. 

(VIII-IV 
saukuneebiT)

Akarmara 
grave field 

dated to the 
(8th-6th 

centuries) BC.



 47

baRlanis 
samarovani
TariRdeba Zv.w. IV 
saukunis 
dasasruliTa da 
Zv.w.  (III saukunis) 
dasawyisiT.

Baghlani grave 
field is dated to 
the end of the 4th 
century 
BC and the 
beginning of the 
(3rd century) BC.



48  

fibulebi, 
biWvintis 
naqalaqari 
TariRdeba 

ax. w. (I-VI ss)

Fibulas, site of 
former city in 

Bichvinta dated 
to the (1st-6th 
centuries) AD.



 49

brinjaos Toxebi 
da xis saxnisebi 
fiCori, 
dixaguZuba.

Bronze hoes and 
wooden plough-
ing equipment,
Pichori, 
Dikhagudzuba.



50  

fiCori 
dixaguZuba.

Pichori, 
Dikhagudzuba.



 51

gagidis samarovani 
TariRdeba  Zv. w. II 
aTaswleuliT 
pirveli naxevari.

Gagida grave 
field dated to the 
first half of the 
2nd millennium 
BC.
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gagidis 
samarovani 
TariRdeba  

Zv. w. II 
aTaswleuliT.

Gagida grave 
field dated to 

the 2nd millen-
nium BC.
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gudava

Gudava
1. sanovagis WurWeli (dergi)  

(IV-V saukuneebi) 
 2. langari - (IV-V saukuneebi)  
3. luTeria - (III-IV saukuneebi)
 4. Savlakiani skifosi - Zv.w. 

(V saukuneebi)

1. Jar for food (dergi) - (4th-5th 
centuries) 

2. Platter - (4th-5th centuries) 
3. Lutheria - (3th-4th centuries) 
4. Black varnished skyphos - 

(5th century) BC
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Canaxatebi - 
kolxuri culebi 

TariRdeba gvian  
brinjaosa da adre 

rkinis xaniT.

Sketches - 
Colchian axes 

dated to the 
Late Bronze 
Age and the 

Early Iron Age
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webelda
samkaulebi - adre 
Sua saukuneebi.

Tsebelda
Jewels - early 
Middle Ages.
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aradu
masalebi 

TariRdeba Sua 
brinjaos dasasruli 

da gvian brinjaos 
sawyisi etapiT.

Aradu
Materials 

dated to the 
end of the 

Middle Bronze 
Age and the 
Late Bronze 

Age.
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samkaulebi, 
biWvintis 
naqalaqari
masalebi TariRdeba 
ax. w. (I-VI ss)

Jewels, site of 
former city in 
Bichvinta
Materials dated 
to the (1st-6th 
centuries) AD
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sakidebi, 
biWvintis 
naqalaqari

masalebi 
TariRdeba ax. w. (I-

VI saukuneebi)

Hooks, site of for-
mer city in Bich-

vinta
The materials are 

dated to the 
(1st-6th centuries) 

AD.
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Tamari, giorgi da 
mixeil 
ServaSiZeebi da 
niko dadiani

Tamar, Giorgi, 
and Mikheil 
Shervashidzes 
and Niko Dadiani

eTnografia
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giorgi ServaSiZe, 
mamia gurieli, 

aleqsandre 
ioseliani. papuna 
wereTlis arqivi

Giorgi 
Shervashidze, 
Mamia Gurieli, 

Alexander 
Ioseliani.

Papuna 
Tseretelis 

archive.
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mixeil ServaSiZe 
da misi meuRle. 
papuna wererTlis 
arqivi

Mikheil Sher-
vashidze and his 
wife. Papuna 
Tseretelis 
archive.
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samurzayanoelebi 
1860-iani wlebSi.

Samurzaqano 
residents. 
The 1860s
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afxiacra- xemiani 
sakravi da 
afxazuri 
salamuri - aWarpin. 
1900-iani wlebi.

Apkhiartsa - bow 
instrument and 
Abkhaz flute 
acharpyn. The 
1900s.
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rqisgan 
damzadebuli 

kovzebi civi 
kerZebisaTvis.

Spoons made 
of horn for cold 

dishes.
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